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Welcome to March and soon Spring will arrive! Staff and students are 
nicely into term 2 and as a school, we continue to focus on maximizing 
student outcomes. Our staff are working diligently to provide students 
opportunities to learn through rich tasks and to provide guided in-
struction to support student learning. We are continuing to look close-
ly at providing students descriptive feedback and how they can use 
this feedback in the future to help them as learners. 

As a school, we continue to focus on building and sustaining an inclu-
sive and positive school environment through our focus on character 
development. Our character attribute for the month of March is Integ-
rity and we will be recognizing the positive attitudes and accomplish-
ments that occur throughout the school. 

Make sure to keep checking our Twitter feed : @PhillipsFalcons  as 
well as the school website  for any updates. They are regularly updat-
ed with information. 

Don’t forget that March Break begins on March 13th, 2020, so that 
means no school on Friday March 13th. We will be returning on Mon-
day, March 23rd.  

Everyone have a safe and happy break! 

625 Simcoe Street North 

T: (905) 725-4232 F: (905) 725-2430 

Website: www.ddsb.ca/school/phillips 

Email: drsjphillipsps@ddsb.ca Twitter: @PhillipsFalcons 

Safe arrival: attendance.ddsb.ca OR 1-844-350-2646 



 March is Bangladeshi Heritage Month 

March 2nd - Standing Committee Meeting - 7:00 PM 

March 2nd - First Day of Lent (Orthodox) 

March 6th - Pizza Day 

March 8th - International Women’s day 

March 9th - Holi 

March 10th - SK & Gr 8 Graduation Picture Retakes 

March 12th - Popcorn Day (SCC) 

March 12th - Annual Beach Day Dance-A-Thon (SCC) 

March 12th - Hawaii/Beach Spirit Day 

Match 13th - March Break begins 

March Break - Schools closed - March 13th - March 20th  

March 17th - St. Patrick’s Day (Irish)/Irish  Heritage Day 

March 19th - Naw Ruz (New Year) 

March 20th - Now Ruz 

March 21st - Now Ruz (Ismaili) 

March 21st - Naw Ruz  (New Year’s Day) 

March 21st - World Down Syndrome Day 

March 21st - United Nations International Day for the Elimination of Racism 

March 23rd - Board Meeting - 7:00 PM 

March 25th - International Day of Remembrance - Victims of Slavery and Transatlantic Slave Trade 

March 26th - SEAC Meeting - 6:30 PM 

March 26th - International Epilepsy Awareness Day 

March 27th - Pizza Day 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Winter Wonderland theme has been switched out for a true Canadian, mouth watering study - that of 
Maple Syrup! Primaries are learning the sequence of production, enjoying legends and funny mysteries 
surrounding this yummy substance.   

Besides this, junior and intermediate students have produced indepth and creative inquiry projects stem-
ming from Black History Month studies.  It is impressive how research skills are growing and they are able 
to dig deeper and ask thought evoking questions!  

 Let's keep the curious minds of our students active - through questioning, research and reading! 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Attention Families 

Save the date 

 

Grade 8 Graduation 

is 

Tuesday, June 16th, 2020 

 

____________________ 

 

Senior Kindergarten Graduation 

is  

Wednesday, June 17th, 2020 



 

More 

Upcoming events:  

The SCC is happy to announce that our annual Beach Day Dance-a-Thon will be held on March 12th. 
We are requesting a $2 online donation for all participating students. There are additional choices 
for donation available, please see school cash online for donation options. Popcorn and treats will be 
available for $1 each (cash only please for food). Students are encouraged to bring a reusable con-
tainer for popcorn as well as a bottle for water.  

We will be holding our monthly popcorn days on the following dates: 

*March 12th (at the dance)  

*April 7th  

*May 5th  

*June 2nd  

What does the current work to rule and strike action mean for upcoming events?  

The SCC is still able to meet and hold or plan things that take place during regular school hours. We 
are planning some things for spring with some adjustable options depending where things stand 
with the work to rule. We remain hopeful and will as always do all we can for our wonderful school 
community. 

 How can you help your SCC or school community?  

SCC meetings are held at 6:30 pm in the library each month, below are the dates: 

*April 8th  

*May 6th  

*June 3rd  

If you are interested in helping out but don’t have interest in formally joining the committee, call the 
office or request a volunteer list form and you can be added to the email list for casual volunteers for 
SCC events and efforts.  

What do our fundraising efforts help with?  

The SCC has been able to help with the costs of the new gross motor sensory pathway decals located 
on the first floor by the kindergarten classrooms. We have had the pleasure of helping with $500 of 
books for the library as well as two wobbly stools for one of our classrooms. We will be making more 
decisions and helping to cover some more costs for different areas of our school.  

 



Faith Days in March 

March 2nd - Lent (Orthodox) 

March 9th - Holi 

March is Bangladeshi Heritage Month  

Ontario is home to a large and vibrant Bangladeshi community. Across our province, Bangla-
deshi Canadians people have made significant contributions to science, athletics, and cultural 
and political development.  

March 8th- International Women's Day 

International Women's Day is celebrated around the world. Established in 1977 by the United 
Nations, this special day is an excellent opportunity to recognize the contributions to social 
justice and international peace and security that have been made by women. March 8th also 
provides an opportunity to reflect on the progress made to advance women's equality, to as-
sess the challenges facing women in contemporary society, to plan steps to enhance the sta-

tus of women, and to celebrate the gains made in these areas. The theme for this year is I 
am Generation Equality: Realizing Women’s Rights. The theme is aligned with UN Women’s 
new multigenerational campaign. 

 https://www.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/2019/12/announcer-international-womens-day-2020-theme  

March 17
th 

- St. Patrick's Day (Irish)/Irish Heritage Day  

Irish immigrants were among the earliest settlers in Canada. In 1845, Irish immigrants, fleeing 
the potato famine in Ireland, began settling in Ontario in large numbers. They brought to On-
tario and Canada their values of hard work, devotion to family, service to the community and 
the perpetual hope for a better future for themselves and their fellow citizens.  

Ontario citizens of Irish descent made significant contributions to the founding of Canada. 
They have made and continue to make significant contributions to the development of Cana-
da, especially over the more than 150 years since the first large waves of Irish immigration. It 
is important to recognize and celebrate those contributions.  

Today the rich cultural heritage of Canada’s Irish community is an integral part of Canadi-
an national culture and identity and belongs, by right, to all Canadians of all backgrounds. 
As evidence of that fact, the coat of arms of Canada bears several symbols of Irish herit-
age: the Royal Harp of Tara representing the historic coronation place of the High King or 
Ard Righ of Ireland and the Shamrock and Cross of Saint Patrick.  

It is appropriate to recognize March 17, the day of Saint Patrick, the patron saint of the Irish, 
as Irish Heritage Day in Ontario.  

https://www.ontario.ca/laws/statute/04010 

 



 
March 21st - United Nations International Day for the Elimination of Racism  

Beginning in 1966, the International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination has been ob-
served annually on March 21st around the world. On this day in 1960, police opened fire and killed 
69 people at a peaceful demonstration against apartheid “pass laws” in Sharpeville, South Africa. 
This incident provoked outrage and an increased desire to see racial discrimination of all sorts elim-
inated. This year’s theme is: “Mitigating and countering rising nationalist populism and extreme su-
premacist ideologies.”  

Resources: http://www.un.org/en/events/racialdiscriminationday/resources.html  

March 19-Naw Ruz (New Year) 

This is the first day of the year in the Baha’i calendar according to the Vernal or Spring Equinox. 
This day represents the new life of Spring and marks the end of the 19-day period of fasting.  

March 25
th 

- International Day of Remembrance - Victims of Slavery and Transatlantic 
Slave Trade  

For over 400 years, more than 15 million men, women and children were the victims of the 
tragic transatlantic slave trade, one of the darkest chapters in human history.  

Every year on 25 March, the International Day of Remembrance of the Victims of Slavery and the 
Transatlantic Slave Trade offers the opportunity to honour and remember those who suffered and 
died at the hands of the brutal slavery system. The International Day also aims to raise aware-
ness about the dangers of racism and prejudice today.  

In order to more permanently honour the victims, a memorial has been erected at United Nations 
Headquarters in New York. The unveiling took place on 25 March 2015. The winning design for the 
memorial, The Ark of Return by Rodney Leon, an American architect of Haitian descent, was se-
lected through an international competition and announced in September 2013.  

http://www.un.org/en/events/slaveryremembranceday/resources.html  

 

 







 
 
 

 
 

Royal Ontario Museum is pleased  to offer a 15% off discount coupon to Dr. S.J. Phillips Public School stu-
dents, staff and their families to their ROM March Break activities (March 14-22). 
 
In addition to family programming, they also have 3 feature exhibitions this season with loads of fun edu-
cational content: Winnie-the-Pooh: Exploring a Classic, Bloodsuckers: Legends to Leeches and Wildlife 
Photographer of the Year. 

The  offer is valid for 15% off all admission rates plus 15% off family memberships and expires March 29, 
2020.  

ON NOW 

Bloodsuckers: Legends to Leeches 
Wildlife Photographer of the Year 

  
COMING SOON 

March 7, 2020 | Winnie-the-Pooh: Exploring a Classic 
April 4, 2020 | The Cloth that Changed the World: India’s Painted and Printed Cottons 
May 16, 2020 | Egyptian Mummies: Exploring Ancient Lives 

 
Royal Ontario Museum March Break Offer for Students 

https://www.rom.on.ca/en/whats-on/march-break
https://www.rom.on.ca/en/exhibitions-galleries/exhibitions/winnie-the-pooh-exploring-a-classic?utm_source=partner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=winnie
https://www.rom.on.ca/en/exhibitions-galleries/exhibitions/bloodsuckers-legends-to-leeches?utm_source=email&utm_medium=bloodsuckers&utm_campaign=blood-partners
https://www.rom.on.ca/en/exhibitions-galleries/exhibitions/wildlife-photographer-of-the-year-2019
https://www.rom.on.ca/en/exhibitions-galleries/exhibitions/wildlife-photographer-of-the-year-2019
https://www.rom.on.ca/en/exhibitions-galleries/exhibitions/bloodsuckers-legends-to-leeches
https://www.rom.on.ca/en/exhibitions-galleries/exhibitions/wildlife-photographer-of-the-year-2019
https://www.rom.on.ca/en/exhibitions-galleries/exhibitions/winnie-the-pooh-exploring-a-classic
https://www.rom.on.ca/en/exhibitions-galleries/exhibitions/the-cloth-that-changed-the-world-indias-painted-and-printed
https://www.rom.on.ca/en/exhibitions-galleries/exhibitions/egyptian-mummies-exploring-ancient-lives




 

Do you have time, skills, ideas or help to offer our SCC and school as 

a whole? 

 

This is a list of names and emails for parents/guardians who want to contribute to the school community but can’t 

or would rather not officially join the SCC. If you are one of these people please fill out this form and return to the 

booth or send in to school with your child. 

 

Please circle what applies to you: 

 

I have time during: Daytime Evenings Weekends It changes 

 

I would like to help with:  

Fall Festival planning Fall festival setup (afternoon before) 

Festival take down (right after the festival ends) Fall craft (after school) 

Raffle baskets wrapping   Christmas décor  Popcorn Days 

Dance-a-thon behind the scenes (making signs or flyers, shopping or calling for donations etc) 

Teacher’s Luncheon day of Luncheon donations of a dish to serve 

Bake Sale donations   Other upcoming events or jobs 

 

I have a skill/experience with:  

Graphic design   Crafting/arts Baking/cooking   Fundraising/grant proposals New ideas etc 

 

I have a child in highschool who needs volunteer hours: Yes   No 

 

Add your name and email or phone number and you will be added to our volunteer list. Please note 

that you are under no obligation to volunteer when contacted. We will send out a general email when we  

need many people and specific emails if it is for a certain skill needed or things of that nature. If you can 

not help with that one just reply not this time or don’t and just wait for our next email. You won’t be ex 

cluded or passed over if you say no. Even if you can only do a very small amount it is helpful and appreci 

ated! Thank you in advance! 

 

Name: _____________________________________________________________ 

Email/phone #: ______________________________________________________ 



Our monthly school newsletter is "paperless". 

 

 If you require a hard copy of the newsletter, please let your child's teacher know.  

 


