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Dr. S.J. Phillips is buzzing with holiday activity.  

We have started our annual Toy and Food Drive! You can bring a new, 
unwrapped toy or non-perishable food donation until December 16th. 
The outpouring of donations from the community is truly overwhelming 
and we thank you very much for your support. All food and toys that are 
collected will be given to families within our community to help make 
their holiday a little bit brighter.  
 
It is difficult to imagine that the end of the calendar year is so close at 

hand. On behalf of the entire staff, we would like to wish each of you a 

very safe and restful holiday season, and all of the very best in the New 

Year! We look forward to an exciting year ahead for our school commu-

nity! Thank you for the tremendous support you have shown our staff 

and our students.  

The school will be closed from Monday, December 23rd, 2019 until Fri-

day, January 3rd, 2020 for the Christmas Holidays. The first day of class 

for students in the New Year will be Monday, January 6th, 2020. 

 

625 Simcoe Street North 

T: (905) 725-4232 F: (905) 725-2430 

Website: www.ddsb.ca/school/phillips 

Email: drsjphillipsps@ddsb.ca Twitter: @PhillipsFalcons 

Safe arrival: attendance.ddsb.ca OR 1-844-350-2646 

mailto:darlene.forbes@ddsb.ca


 

 

 

Dec. 1st - World AIDS Day 

Dec. 2nd - Standing Committee Meeting (Board Election Meeting) - 7:00 pm 

Dec 3rd - Popcorn Day - SCC 

Dec 9th - Mr. Pearson, Mr. Talman, Mrs. Desveaux classes at Nonquon 

Dec 10th - Christmas Concert - Kindergarten 1:00 pm and Primary 6:30 pm 

Dec 10th - Immunization 1st Notice 

Dec. 10th - Franconnexion 

Dec 12th - Christmas Concert  Junior/Intermediate 6:30 pm 

Dec. 16th - Board Meeting (Tentative) - 7:00 pm 

Dec. 19th - SEAC Meeting - 6:30 pm 

Dec. 20th - Last day of classes - No Early Dismissal 

Dec. 22nd - (Dec 22-30) - Hanukkah 

Dec. 23rd - Jan. 3rd - Winter Break - Schools closed December 23rd - January 3rd 

Dec. 25th - Christmas 

Dec. 26th - Kwanzaa (Dec. 26 - Jan 01) 

Dec. 26th - Boxing Day 



 

Great job by our choir singing the National Anthem at the Oshawa General’s game on the evening of 
November 10th. Thank you Mrs. Dillon for arranging this opportunity for our Falcons.  

 

Thank you to our SCC and Leadership Club for their collaboration in collecting food donations for 
Settlement House in Oshawa. We appreciate all you do to support our school community!  

Our drop was successful and gratefully received. Mrs. Korgemani, from Settlement House ex-
pressed her sincere thanks to the families at Dr. S.J. Phillip’s.  



Students and staff recognized Remembrance Day on Monday, November 11, preparing a variety of 

activities and events to honour the Canadian heroes who served our country in the name of freedom.  



Thank you to our SCC for their generous contribution towards the creation of our Gross Motor 
Pathways. Our students are learning how to use this amazing self-regulation tool. 





Holiday Concert Dates 

 

Tuesday, December 10th at 1:00 pm - Kindergarten Concert 

• All Kindergarten classes 

 

Tuesday, December 10th at 6:30 pm - Primary Concert 

• All Primary classes + Primary Ballet and Primary Choir 

 

Thursday, December 12th at 6:30 pm 

• Junior/Intermediate - extra curricular groups only 

Jazz Band, Senior Band, Intermediate Choir, Junior Ballet, and Junior Choir 

 

 

 

Christmas Concert Front Row Raffle  

 

Christmas Concert Front Row Raffle December 10, 2019 @ 1pm - Kindergarten 

Christmas Concert Front Row Raffle December 10, 2019 @ 6:30 pm - Primary 

Christmas Concert Front Row Raffle December 12, 2019 @ 6:30 pm - Junior/Intermediate 

(Junior Choir, Junior Ballet, Senior Band, Intermediate Choir and Jazz Band) 

Purchase at the concert 

Prize Package includes: 4 front row seats  

2 Packages will be drawn for each concert 

 

 

 



JUNGLESPORT NOV. 19TH - NOV. 22ND  

• The team set up our climbing jungle gym in S.J. Phillips for a week 

• Junglesport instructors led our programs all week  

• The all-inclusive program offered activities for students of all needs and abilities  

• Activities and challenges were modified and changed up for younger and older students    

 



 
Our Learning Commons Library hosted a Scholastic Book Fair recently.  Mrs. Scott wishes to thank all 
families who supported the fair.  The library was able to purchase quite a few new books and new 
copies of favourites for our collection.  It is encouraging to see our students enjoying a variety of 
reading materials.  Let the "Great Reading Season" begin! 

MADD had an impactful presentation on November 18th with our grade 7 and grade 8 
students to inspire and empower them to make a difference and to be the generation 
that chooses not to drive impaired by alcohol and/or drugs.  



 

 

 

 

Our SCC had a  very success “Bake Sale” during the Parent-Teacher interviews. 

Thank you families and friends for making the event a success. 

We're kicking off our annual Toy and Food Drive! You can bring a new, unwrapped toy or 
non-perishable food donation till December 16th. Our SCC and Student Leadership Club 
will be delivering to Settlement House. Thank you for your generosity and support! 



 

Junior Boys and Girls Volleyball Teams 

Congratulations to both boys and girls teams who made it to the Round of 24 tournament. The Junior 
girls team finished 2nd in their Area bringing home a banner for the school! The boys team finished 
3rd out of 12 teams in their Area. Congratulations to all players on a great season! 

  

 

With all the great things happening it is safe to say we are ‘Soaring to 
Success’ in physical education and sports! 



Dates of Significance – December 2019 

December 1 - World Aids Day  - United Nations 

The commemoration of World AIDS Day, which will take place on 1 December 2019, is an important op-

portunity to recognize the essential role that communities have played and continue to play in the AIDS 

response at the international, national and local levels.  

 

World AIDS Day offers an important platform to highlight the role of communities at a time when re-

duced funding and a shrinking space for civil society are putting the sustainability of services and advo-

cacy efforts in jeopardy. Greater mobilization of communities is urgently required to address the barri-

ers that stop communities delivering services, including restrictions on registration and an absence of 

social contracting modalities. The strong advocacy role played by communities is needed more than ev-

er to ensure that AIDS remains on the political agenda, that human rights are respected and that deci-

sion-makers and implementers are held accountable.       

 

                       

Source: www.un.org 

 
December 2 - International Day for the Abolition of Slavery – United Nations 

According to the International Labour Organization, more than 40 million people worldwide are victims 
of modern day slavery.  Modern Day Slavery is an umbrella term used to cover practices such as forced 
labour, debt bondage, forced marriage, and human trafficking.  In addition, more than 150 million chil-
dren are subject to child labour, accounting for almost one in ten children around the world. 
The focus of this day is on the eradication of these contemporary forms of slavery. 
 
Source: www.un.org 
 
 

December 3 – International Day of Persons with Disabilities– United Nations 

The annual observance of this day was proclaimed in 1992.  It aims to promote the rights and well-

being of persons with disabilities in all spheres of society and development, and to increase awareness 

of the situation of persons with disabilities in every aspect of political, social, economic and cultural life. 

International Day of People with Disabilities (IDPWD) stands by its conviction that a person is not inher-
ently ‘disabled’…disability is NOT a feature of a person.  We say that people have health impairments: 
some of us need wheelchairs to mobilise; some of us need seeing-eye dogs; some of us need assistive 
technology – just like some of us need glasses to read; or medication to manage pain; or an inhaler to 
manage asthma.  
 
All people have different health impairments at some time in their lives.  The difference is that most of 
the time your health impairment doesn’t stop you from functioning, being included or participating in 
your community. 
 
IDPWD exists to make sure that environmental and social BARRIERS are identified, and to help every-
one to work together to overcome them.  We will never eradicate health impairments…but by over-
coming barriers, then we eradicate disablement. 
 
Source: www.un.org; www.idpwd.org 
 
 
 

 

https://www.unaids.org/en/World_AIDS_Day
http://www.un.org
http://www.un.org
http://www.idpwd.org


 
December 10 – Human Rights Day – United Nations 

Human Rights Day is observed every year on the 10th of December.  The Declaration of Human Rights 

establishes the equal worth of every person.  Though its promise has yet to be realized all over the 

world, it has stood the test of time.  The principles set out in the Declaration of Human Rights are as 

relevant today as they were in 1948.  We can take action in our own daily lives and help to improve the 

lives of others around the world.  

 

 

 

 







 

Our monthly school newsletters will be "paperless" and will be posted 

to our school website. If you require a hard copy of the newsletter, 

please let your child's teacher know.  

 

 

 

 


